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Officers 
President. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .Mack Guest
Vice President. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .David Dukes
Associate Vice President. . .Kelin Johnson
Secretary/Treasurer. .  .  .  .  . .Mark Hodge
Associate Secretary/
Treasurer. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .Scott Williams 

Jack Davis, David Weeks, Bryant Gantt, 
Knox Culpepper

Tailgate Reunion Committee
Jim Baker, Daniel Dooley, Chuck 
Kinnebrew, David Dukes, Sylvester 
Elkins, DJ Jones, Fred Munzenmaier

Parliamentary
Chuck Kinnebrew

Finance Committee
Jack Davis, Knox Culpepper, Justin Scott 
Wesley, Mark Hodge, Mixon Robinson, 
James Brown, CJ Byrd, Robert 
Honeycutt, Dick Conn  

Jimmy Payne Hardship Committee 
Robert Honeycutt, Marsay Simpson, 
Mack Guest, Dick Conn, Jack Davis, 
Mark Hodge, David Dukes, David Weeks

Long Range Planning
Brandon Tolbert, Jevaris Johnson, 
Derrick Bailey, Jack Davis, Kelvin 
Williams, Tra Battle

Executive Steering Committee 
Mack Guest, Rennie Curran, David 
Dukes, Kelin Johnson, Mark Hodge, 
Wycliffe Lovelace, Jack Davis, Bryant 
Gantt, David Weeks, Gene Toodle 

Oconee Hill Cemetery and Bulldog 
Laundry Parking
Jack Davis, Ernest Ponder, Mike 
Thornton, Willie McClendon, James 
Brown, Cameron Allen, Travers Paine, 
Nat Hudson

Bulldog Haven
Mark Hodge, Jack Davis, Mack Guest, 
Willie McClendon, Wycliffe Lovelace 

Reunion Halftime Security
Knox Culpepper, Josh James, DJ Jones, 
Horace King, Jim Milo, Kelvin Williams

Lettermen Club Maintenance & 
Facilities
Ronnie Swoopes, Robert Miles, Steve 
Sleek, Chris Burgett, John Kasay 

Ole Faithful Dawg Award
Jim Baker, Terry Osbolt, Chuck 
Kinnebrew, Charley Whittemore, Ronnie 
Swoopes

Wally’s Boys  
Cicero Lucas

Black Alumni Homecoming 
Celebration  
Kelin Johnson, Gene Toodle, Chris 
Burgett, Jevaris Johnson, Justin Scott 
Wesley, Ryne Rankin, Mack Guest, 
Robert Honeycutt

By-Laws Committee
Chuck Kinnebrew, Mixon Robinson, 
Ryne Rankin, Jeff Lewis, James Brown, 
Derrick Bailey, Greg Talley, Rosey 
Gilliam

Nominations
Mark Hodge, Robert Miles, Knox 
Culpepper, Gene Toodle

NFL Relations 
Shaun Chapas, Bryant Gantt   

Events – G Day BBQ, Golf, August 
Lunch
David Dukes, Horace King, John 
Lastinger, Wycliffe Lovelace, Brandon 
Tolbert, Des Williams, Scott Williams

Huddle/Directory
Skip James, DJ Jones, Chris Burgett, 
Marsay Simpson

**Anyone interested in serving on 
a committee, please contact Mark 
Hodge (gmh@fbglaw.com) or Sally 
Haugabook (sallyhaugabook@
ugalettermensclub.com.)
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2025 Lettermen’s Tailgate Party &2025 Lettermen’s Tailgate Party &
Halftime ReunionHalftime Reunion

The Georgia Football Lettermen’s Club tailgate party was a memorable afternoon filled with delicious food, great fellowship, and 
lasting camaraderie. Lettermen and their families gathered for a special lunch where a wonderful meal and nostalgic conversations 
were shared, celebrating the legacy and brotherhood that football has built over the years. A big thank you to Jim Baker and his 
amazing crew for their hard work on organizing, preparing, and serving this meal. The highlight came at halftime, when the 
reunion teams of 10, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, and 60 years as well as all lettermen were honored on Dooley Field at Sanford Stadium 
in front of a cheering crowd, recognizing their contributions and preserving the proud traditions of the program. It was a day that 
reminded everyone of the bond that never fades between those who wear the Red and Black. We look forward to seeing all of you 
next year!



3

DO WE HAVE YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESS?

Tailgate Party & Halftime ReunionTailgate Party & Halftime Reunion
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Dear Lettermen,

A huge thank you to Coach John Kasay, Robert Miles, 
Ronnie Swoopes, and Sally Haugabook for setting up the 
software for attendance and name tags for the Lettermen’s 
Club on gamedays. It has really helped the kitchen staff on 
the number attending.

Jim Baker and his chefs, bartenders, and servers continue to 
lead their championship reunion to the top. Congratulations 
this year to Ed Tolley as our Ole Faithful Dawg winner who 
was most deserving.

The 2025 UGA Bulldogs are continuing their winning ways 
toward the 12-team playoff and onto a possible 4th National 
Championship. Again, we wish Coach Smart and his team 
continued success for the rest of the season. Happy Holidays 
to all.
	 Sincerely,

	 Mack H. Guest, III
	 President

Letter from the President

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

April 11, 2026-Tentative
Alumni Flag Football Game

Lettermen’s Cookout
G-Day Game

Sanford Stadium

August 13, 2026
Board Meeting

August 15, 2026-Tentative 
Lettermen’s Luncheon & Scrimmage

West End Zone 
Sanford Stadium

September 4, 2026 
1966 &1976 SEC Championship Reunion

Athens Country Club

September 5, 2026
Lettermen’s Tailgate and Reunion

Oconee Hill Cemetery

Fall 2026
Lettermen’s Homecoming Tailgate

Tailgate Party & Tailgate Party & 
Halftime ReunionHalftime Reunion

(more photos)
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2025 Ole Faithful Dawg
Ed Tolley

By Terry Osbolt

The University of Georgia 
Football Lettermen’s Club 
nominated Ed Tolley for 
the 2025 Ole Faithful Dawg 
Award. The prestigious 
white marble bulldog 
trophy was presented at the 
Annual Lettermen’s BBQ 
prior to the Marshall game.

Ed certainly has met the requirements to be considered 
for this distinguished recognition. His display of undying 
loyalty, deeds, and devotion to the Bulldog Warriors is 
unsurpassed.

Ed Tolley, attorney with Cook & Tolley, LLP in Athens, 
continues to provide special counsel to UGA players who 
find themselves in situations. His guidance, advice, and direction over the years has been invaluable as it touched many lives. 
Over the decades, his service and counsel have been valuable to the Georgia coaches as well as 5 University of Georgia presidents. 
Coach Vince Dooley depended on Tolley when critical matters arose at times. 

It was our honor to show Ed Tolley our appreciation and gratitude by selecting him as the “Ole Faithful Dawg” of 2025.
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Homecoming TailgateHomecoming Tailgate
What an incredible Homecoming weekend! We had an amazing turnout and it was truly a blessing to celebrate another 
year of tradition, history, and brotherhood. The food was great, the fellowship was even better, and there’s nothing like 
sharing laughs and memories with former teammates and fellow Lettermen. Thankful for everyone who showed up, 
brought their energy, and helped make this year’s tailgate special. We ate well, we celebrated our rich UGA history, and 
of course — we watched our Bulldogs pull off another victory. There’s just something about being back on campus, 
surrounded by the Dawg family… it reminds us why this place is Home. See you all again next year — Go Dawgs!

By Kelin Johnson

Football ScrimmageFootball Scrimmage
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Football ScrimmageFootball Scrimmage
It was the perfect way to kick off the football season by watching the UGA football team scrimmage while enjoying a fantastic 
meal prepared by Stripling’s. Coach Smart was very generous in inviting all football lettermen to the West End Zone on August 
16, 2025 for the preseason event. Over 200 lettermen attended and had front row seats to watch the 2025 football team prepare 
for this season while catching up with one another. Thank you, Coach Smart, for your continued support of the Georgia Football 
Lettermen’s Club! 

(left photo) Marshall Morgan (2012-
2015) with his Class of 2013 All SEC 
Player Trophy

(right photo) Johnny Cobb (1971) 
and Ric Reider (1973-74) enjoyed 
fishing in the Gulf.
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Tailgate Party & Halftime ReunionTailgate Party & Halftime Reunion
(more photos)
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Adcock, Matt
Allen, Donald
Allison, Dave
Andrews, Chip
Baker, Bobby
Baker, Jim
Barber, Fred
Belue, Buck
Brice, William
Brown, Kevin
Butler, Kevin
Callaway, Tim
Camp, John
Case, Robert
Chandley, David
Chapman, Tim
Clark, Ralph
Clemens, Robert
Cole, Bill
Cole, Virgil
Collier, Steve
Collins, Bobby
Conn, Dick
Culpepper, Knox
Curington, Jim
Daniel, Lee
Dasher, Carl
Davis, Jack
DeMersseman, Paul
Dennard, Anthony
Dukes, David
Ellspermann, Leonard
Elsberry, Robert

Erdman, Michael
Erdman, Will
Exley, Jim
Fales, Charles
Fincher, Lee
Fleming, Ryan
Fletcher, Johnny
Foster, Clayton
Franklin, Neal
Freeman, David
Fromm, Rick
Ghertner, Andrew
Gilbert, Paul
Goolsby, Barrington
Greenway, Brett
Griffin, John
Guest, Jud
Guest III, Mack H.
Gurley, John
Hamil, Jason
Hammond, Chris
Hansen, Brett
Harber, William
Harper, Jeff
Harrell, James
Herndon, Steven
Hester, Dennis
Hodge, Mark
Hodgson, Pat
Holmes, Paul
Honeycutt, Robert
Horton, Chuck
Hunnicutt, Gail

Hunnicutt, Lynn
Jacobs, Wes
James, Josh
James, Randy
James, Skip
Johnson, Randy
Johnson, Sandy
Johnson, Travis
Jones, Parker
Jones, Patrick
Jones, Robert
Jones, Spike
Jones, Will
Kardian, Andrew
Kasay, John
Kavouklis, Michael
Kelly, Philip
Kelly, Robert
Kinnebrew, Chuck
Lammert, Steve
Lastinger, John
Lawhorne, Thomas
Legg, Will
Little, John
Lokey, Thomas
Lovelace, Wycliffe
Lucas, Cicero
Lyons, Thomas
Madray, Ashley
Marshall, Whit
McArthur, James
McClendon, Willie
McCormick, Matt

McGill, Jr., Curt
McPipkin, Jim
McWhorter, Mac
Meshad, John
Milam, Ed
Miller, Rob
Miller, Thomas
Milo, Jim
Morrison, Tim 
Mosher, Stuart
Mosteller, James
Mull, Curt
Newkirk, Duncan
Nowicki, George
Oakes, Mike
Paine IV, Travers
Pascale, D.J.
Patel, Harris
Peterson, Todd
Poole, Lee
Poss III, Bobby
Register, Brad
Reider, Ric
Rich, Derek
Roberson, Terry
Robinson, Mixon
Robinson, Will
Rodrigue, Patrick
Rogers, Danny
Ros, Frank
Russell, G. Phillip
Russell, Jay
Sam, David

Saunders, Thomas
Schnetzer, Ryan
Sewell, Ryan
Sills, Bruce
Simpson, Tripp
Sipe, Robert
Smith, John
Smith, Vernon
Snellings, Paul
Stines, Tanner
Stinson, Les
Story, Al
Tarpley, Ted
Tench, Jake
Thomas, John
Thornton, Michael
Ullrich, Andy
Vella, Leonard
Wade, Todd
Wadley, Bubba
Weeks, David
Whittemore, Charley
Williams, Andrew
Williams, Clark
Williams, Kelvin
Williams, Todd
Wilson, Buck
Wood, Jimmy
Zimmerlink, Thomas

2025 Campaign Update
We must give a big thank you to all of you who have helped us with a successful campaign this year. As of November 3, 2025, 
we have had 161 donors contribute $34,351 to our 2025 Annual Campaign. If you have not contributed, it is not too late. Please 
complete the 2025 Campaign Card and mail it in along with your check. Remember that when you contribute $100.00 or more 
to the Georgia Football Lettermen’s Club, you will automatically receive a 200-point credit towards the William C. Hartman Jr. 
Fund for your 2026 ticket priority. Thank you to all the lettermen who have already given. Your names are listed below:

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE

EMAIL
Make checks payable to: The Georgia Football Lettermen’s Club

2025 Annual Campaign
THE GEORGIA FOOTBALL LETTERMEN’S CLUB

1070 Lake Wellbrook Dr. • Athens, GA 30606 

Enclosed is my gift of:

o  $1,000

o  $500

o  $250

o  $100

o  $50

o  other: __________



FEATURED LETTERMAN

WILLIE MCCLENDONWILLIE MCCLENDON
(1976-77-78)

I am the oldest of 7 kids (6 boys and 1 girl) 
born to Willie and Nancy McClendon 
of Brunswick, GA and attended Glynn 
Academy High School from 1972 -1975 
playing football, basketball and running 
track. I started listening to UGA football 
via radio (Larry Munson) in 1973 and 
watching Coach Dooley's (UGA) and 
Coach Ray Graves (UF) television 
shows on Sundays. Track and field was 
my entry into football recruiting. I had 
success running the 100-yard dash (9.7) 
and 200-yard dash (21.4) my junior year 
in high school. The summer of 1974 
UGA, Florida State, South Carolina, 
Georgia Tech, and University of Kansas 
started recruiting me to play football and 
UGA and GT were an easy narrowing of 
the recruiting list. I wanted to attend GT 
for all the reasons an 18-year-old kid wanted to (Atlanta). 
My parents and especially Mom were not hearing it at all. 
Coach Dooley stressed living in McWhorter Hall with a 
11pm curfew, dining hall, laundry room, and study hall. In 
other words, Coach recruited Mom, and Me being the biggest 
Mommy Boy in the world, I reported to UGA in August 
1975- fifty years ago.

My UGA family grew very quickly with the 1975 football 
freshmen class, coaches, trainers, managers, and support staff 
and the many varsity football players for the 1975 season. 

Those relationships established 50 
years ago are still Bulldog Strong today. 

I met my wife, Susan Crim, at UGA and 
she and I were married for 38 years and 
we have 3 great kids: Brandon, Bryan, 
and Brent. Susan passed in 2019 and 
now I have my own personal Angel 
blessing and caring for our family. 
Brandon is a school teacher in the 
Atlanta Public System, Bryan coaches 
pro football as the wide receiver coach 
for the Tampa Bay Bucs, and Brent 
works for my company, WM Ventures 
Inc. WM Ventures Inc. specializes 
in underground and overhead utility 
construction. 

My UGA experience has been nothing 
but a blessing. My brother, Tyrone, played for Coach Dooley's 
1986 and 1987 team. I coached under Ray Goff from 1990-
1995. My son, Bryan, played under Coach Mark Richt from 
2002-2006 and began his coaching career at UGA, and my 
nephew, Warren, played for Coach Smart from 2020-2022. I 
am now B Mac's dad and a granddad 7 times. I am the self-
proclaimed very best granddad in the world. My grandson, 
Bryan, attends Reinhardt University playing football and I 
truly enjoy watching my grandkids grow up competing in 
sports.  
				    by Willie McClendon
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3rd Annual
Keith Harris 

Memorial Golf 
Tournament

On August 29, 2025 a group 
of lettermen played a round 
of golf at the UGA Golf 
Course in memory of Keith 
Harris (1972-74) who passed 
away on March 25, 2022. 
Barbara Dooley kicked off the 
tournament alongside Keith’s 
wife, Karen, and daughter, 
Hannah. These lettermen 
had a great day on the course 
playing golf and remembering 
Keith.

DO WE HAVE YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESS?

11

Augusta Bulldog Club Award
Congratulations to Drew (2009-11) and Kevin 
Butler (1981-84) who received the Augusta Bulldog 
Club Award at their kick-off meeting. The Loran Smith 
Award is presented to someone that has given back to the 
University of Georgia and is a loyal Bulldog. Drew and 
Kevin continue to support the University of Georgia in 
many ways.

Augusta Bulldog Club President Bobby Wright and 
football letterman John Smith were extremely proud to 
have the Butlers honored this year. Also, the Augusta 
Bulldog Club donated $1,000.00 to help the lettermen with 
the Erk Russell Fund.



Florida-Georgia Hall Of Fame To Induct Gilbert, Michel 
Via georgiadogs.com & https://flgajax.com/hall_of_fame/

Jacksonville, Fla. – The Florida-Georgia Hall of Fame will celebrate four standout players with their induction 
into the Hall of Fame on Friday, October 31, 2025. The prestigious Induction Ceremony and Luncheon, 
presented by Miller Electric Company, will take place at 12:30 pm at Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront, 
a new location for this event, as part of the Georgia-Florida Weekend. 

This year’s inductees include  Georgia Bulldog stars Freddie Gilbert and Sony Michel, alongside  Florida 
Gator greats Brandon James and Todd Johnson. These four players will be recognized for their exceptional 

contributions to the storied rivalry between the two programs. 

University of Georgia 
Freddie Gilbert – Georgia Bulldog 1980-1983 
Freddie Gilbert was a dominant defensive force for Georgia during one of the 
most successful eras in program history. A native of Griffin, Ga., Gilbert went 
4–0 against Florida during his career, anchoring the defense in memorable wins 
such as the 44–0 shutout in 1982 and the narrow 10–9 victory in 1983. Known 
for stepping up in big games, he tallied eight tackles with three for loss against 
Florida in 1981, prompting head coach Vince Dooley to call his performance 
“outstanding.” Over four seasons, Gilbert recorded 233 tackles, 26 sacks (sixth 
all-time at Georgia), and set the school’s single-game sack record with five 
against Temple in 1983. A two-time All-SEC selection and 1983 All-American, 
Gilbert helped Georgia capture the 1980 national championship and three 
straight SEC titles. 

Following college, Gilbert went on to play professionally in both the USFL and 
NFL. He began with the New Jersey Generals, teaming up with fellow Bulldog 
legend Herschel Walker before joining the Denver Broncos. Gilbert played four 
NFL seasons, highlighted by appearances in Super Bowl XXI and XXII with 
the Broncos. His blend of power, consistency, and championship pedigree made him one of Georgia’s most impactful defensive 
linemen of the early 1980s. 

Sony Michel – Georgia Bulldog 2014-2017 
Sony Michel cemented his legacy in Georgia football history with explosive 
performances in rivalry games and on the national stage. A South Florida 
native, Michel closed out his Georgia-Florida series career in style, rushing 
for 137 yards and two long touchdowns in the Bulldogs’ 42–7 victory in 2017. 
Over four seasons, he compiled 3,638 rushing yards, 33 touchdowns, and 
more than 600 receiving yards, becoming one of just a few Bulldogs to record 
multiple 1,000-yard seasons. Ranked No. 3 on Georgia’s all-time rushing list, 
he served as a two-time permanent captain and was instrumental in leading 
the Bulldogs to the 2017 SEC Championship and their first College Football 
Playoff appearance. 

Michel’s senior season proved historic, highlighted by his 181-yard, three-
touchdown performance in the Rose Bowl to send Georgia to the National 
Championship Game. His college success carried into the NFL, where he was 
drafted in the first round by the New England Patriots in 2018. Michel won two 
Super Bowls in five seasons—scoring the only touchdown in the Patriots’ Super 
Bowl LIII victory and later capturing another title with the Los Angeles Rams in 2022. He retired with 3,243 career rushing yards 
and 18 touchdowns in the NFL. 
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Tailgate Party & Halftime ReunionTailgate Party & Halftime Reunion
(more photos)



Horace King
By: Loran Smith

There is redeeming serendipity when you interact with a 
former player who had his day in the sun, overcoming stiff 
challenge but maturing into senior citizen status with humility 
and thanksgiving.

Horace King today is enjoying retirement, which includes 
the benefits of nine years in the National Football League’s 
retirement program, his marketing and sales career with 
General Motors, and social security.  Life is good.

There is a deep and abiding appreciation for the University 
of Georgia, an institution which would have rejected him for 
unfortunate but obvious reasons if he had been five years older.   
He doesn’t dwell on that but focuses on the 
positive, expressing gratitude and respect 
“for a great institution.”

He was one of the five African Americans 
who became the first black football players 
on scholarship at UGA.  He went from 
Coca-Cola sales—which allowed him to 
get into the games for free, provided he sold 
all his Cokes—to scoring four touchdowns 
against Ole Miss in 1974, which tied the 
school record for TDs scored in a game.   

Three years earlier, he “lost money,” when 
he paid for his rack of Cokes and made no 
effort to sell them.  Georgia was hosting 
Houston in a hyped-up game, owing to 
the fact that the Cougars had several black 
players on its team—big-name stars like Paul Gipson, running 
back, and Elmo Wright, wide receiver and the player who 
performed the first end zone dance.

It never crossed his mind that in those segregation days, he 
would show up between the hedges wearing a red jersey and 
listening to the supportive yells of 60,000, which is why he 
forgives and forgets.

Growing up on the west side of Athens, Horace learned the 
basics of “doing right” from his parents, Harry and Minnie.   
His father was a rigid advocate of a no-nonsense protocol.  
“He did not spare the rod,” Horace laughs as he reflects on his 
growing up years.   

Strict discipline was required in the King household.  Horace 
had chores and was expected to fulfill his responsibility.  Woe 
be unto him if he sloughed off any requirement.   While his dad 
meted out discipline for bad behavior, his mom was in his ear 
about making good grades.   One thing was written in stone.  

Don’t disappoint her because that might cause her to bring his 
daddy into the discussion.

The King property at 462 Henderson Extension allowed for a 
productive vegetable garden.  Horace’s father grew vegetables, 
not only for the family, but also to sell to families in the 
neighborhood.   This honorable enterprise taught Horace the 
value of managing his money and looking for opportunities to 
supplement his income.

It did not take long for him to find an outlet for his teenage 
energy—high school football.  He had natural skills that 
complemented his ability to run with the ball. It didn’t take 

long for him to start at halfback for Clarke 
Central, the newly created high school 
following integration.   He was a dog that 
could hunt.

As he was maturing as a halfback for the 
Gladiators, integration of the public-school 
systems was taking place, too.  Across town, 
Vince Dooley had made the decision to go 
all out in recruiting black football players.  
The first five scholarship Bulldogs were 
King, Clarence Pope, Richard Appleby, 
Larry West, and Chuck Kinnebrew.  Their 
photos are prominently displayed in the 
Butts-Mehre Building.  

Horace has gone all out to support the 
UGA Football Lettermen’s Club.  For home 

games, he arrives early to help with the cooking at the parking 
lot near the Oconee Hill  cemetery.  “The Lettermen’s Club is 
a brotherhood,” Horace says, “and it has been great for me to 
meet and learn about the guys who played before and after me.”

Younger players are sometimes overwhelmed when they 
are exposed to Horace’s resume.  Following his career at 
Georgia—he was chosen in the sixth round of the 1975 NFL 
draft by the Detroit Lions—Horace played nine years in the 
league and was the team’s leading rusher in 1977.   His best 
season came in 1978 when he started 15 games and totaled 
1,056 yards—660 rushing and 396 receiving.  

Today, Horace plays as much golf as possible and supports 
many charitable causes, forever grateful for his UGA 
experience.  “When I signed with Georgia, I heard the same 
thing from Coach Vince Dooley that I heard from my parents.  
Give as great of an effort in the classroom as you do on the 
football field.   I am so proud of my Georgia degree.  It is one 
of the most important things in my life,” he says.
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The Valdosta Boys
Recently, the 1980 Champion Team held 
their reunion at the West End Zone at Sanford 
Stadium. The Valdosta Boys were able to 
celebrate together.

L to R: Buck Belue, John Lastinger, Chuck Jones, Andy Chapman, Gary 
Guthrie & Keith MiddletonBuck Belue & Nat Hudson 
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Robert Miles
By:  Loran Smith

May 22, 2025

The University of Georgia 
chapter of the National Football 
Foundation recently conducted 
its annual awards banquet which 
was the conclusion of the tenure 
of Robert Miles as president.

Georgia has the largest chapter 
in the nation, and Miles has 
been an influential leader of an 
organization which has, for many 
years, underscored charitable 

support for the community along with honoring outstanding 
football players and local citizens.

Robert grew up in Mongomery, the sixth of seven children, the 
“knee” baby a term that reflects that the baby of the family was 
always in the matriarch’s lap and the next oldest was always 
at her knee.

While he knew austerity in his 
life, Robert was the beneficiary 
of family togetherness and was 
imbued with the influence of 
the value of education.  He was 
a responsible student, never disdaining homework and was 
always uplifted by learning opportunities. 

He grew up in segregated Montgomery, constantly troubled 
emotionally that the state capital was labeled “Cradle of the 
Confederacy.”   Alabama car tags also featured that slogan.  
However, Robert constantly underscored positive principles, 
always too busy to hate.

There were two influences which were defining in his life:  
St. Jude, the parochial school he attended were he learned 
to appreciate discipline and classroom responsibility and his 
grandfather’s farm which was 25 miles out in the country.  

His grandparents also owned a grocery store in the community 
of Hayneville. While there were farm chores he was expected 
to assist with, there was the treat that came from enjoying 
vegetable-oriented meals. “My grandparents always had a 
vegetable garden with things like corn, peas, cantaloupe, and 
watermelon.  It was fun helping them cultivate and harvest in 
season.  We enjoyed working in the garden because we knew 
how great mealtime would be,” Robert says.

At St. Jude, Robert learned about discipline and played sports.  
He grew to be 6’4” and 225 pounds There was speed and 

quickness in his makeup, and he was motivated to compete 
and improve.

He played on the St. Jude basketball team which won the state 
AA title which was his first taste of winning a championship 
which would be surpassed by Georgia’s winning the 1980 
national championship in football.

That was a high moment in his football life. Not just the ring, 
but the companionship and love that existed among the team 
members, a diverse group that today remains irretrievably 
bonded—an ongoing mutual admiration society.   “We meet 
from time to time and are always keeping in touch with each 
other.  If someone needs an assist, we all work to see if we can 
provide what ever is needed,” Robert says.

Growing up in a state which has one of the biggest football 
rivalries in college football, Auburn and Alabama, he was 
attracted to the Auburn program during the heyday of Pat 

Sullivan and Terry Beasley.   In 
Alabama, you can’t be neutral.  
You must declare allegiance to 
one or the other.

When it came time for him to 
make college plans, he aspired to complete on the college level 
and had an open mind about where he would enroll.  He knew 
that he would likely have to walk on wherever he played.  There 
were not a lot of college scouts hanging around his high school.

At that time, a high school coach in Atlanta, Calvin Jones, had 
taken a job with the Bulldog basketball program but he was 
also a football recruiter.  He had married into Robert’s family 
and told him, “You should take a look at the University of 
Georgia.  There is great opportunity there.”

All his older siblings, influenced by their father, David, who 
worked at a hospital at nearby Tuskegee University, had all 
found a way to enroll in college.   Robert was determined to 
make sure the family streak remained intact.  He passed on the 
importance of competition and education to his sons Joshua 
(minister), Caleb (manager of the Georgia Theatre) and Nathan 
(lawyer).

Today, his voice remains active with the Georgia athletes who 
are within reach of a degree.  He reminds them of the value a 
degree will make in their lives and their future.  He provides 
counseling and advice to Georgia athletes, an invaluable 
member of the athletic staff who is caring, selfless and always 
lending a helping hand.

“You should take a look at the University of 
Georgia.  There is great opportunity there.

MAKE SURE YOU HAVE 
YOUR LETTERMEN’S CARD  



Send a Memorial
You can send a memorial gift to the Georgia Football Lettermen’s Club in memory or in honor of a loved one.  
This is a special way to honor those people who you loved. Gifts can be sent to 1070 Lake Wellbrook Drive, 
Athens, GA 30606. For more information, please contact Sally at sallyhaugabook@ugalettermensclub.com. 
Thank you to those people who have taken part in this opportunity.

Jim Massey in memory of Butch Mulherin
Jim & Becky Baker in memory of David Christianson

Bill Spencer in memory of Dr. Butch Mulherin
Bill Spencer in memory of Debra Townsend

Thomas Zimmerlink in memory of David Schwak
Thomas Zimmerlink in memory of David Christianson

Jim Massey in memory of George Patton
Jim Massey in memory of Glenn Davis

Jim Massey in memory of Curt Mull
Jim & Becky Baker in memory of George Patton

Jim & Becky Baker in memory of Peggy Pope
Jim & Becky Baker in memory of David Christianson

Jim & Becky Baker in memory of Gayle McBride
Jim Massey in memory of Jimmy Denney

Jim Baker in memory of Charlie Kirk

Mack & Camilla Guest in memory of Stuart McGarity
Mack & Camilla Guest in memory of Jim Moncrief

Mack & Camilla Guest in memory of Harold Tribble

Remembering Greg “Muddy” Waters
Many lettermen were able to gather to remember Greg “Muddy” Waters (1983-85) this past spring.
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Lettermen News
2015: Marshall Morgan has become a Certified Financial 
Planner® with his team at Merrill Lynch (ARH Group). The CFP® 
certification has been the standard of excellence for financial 
planners having to meet extensive training and experience 
requirements and commit to CFP® Board’s ethical standards that 
require them to put their client’s interest first. His son, Maddox 
(6), lost his first tooth. Marshall’s brother, Zach Morgan, married 
Gaby Fraenkel on October 25th at Chateau Elan.

Email Address: marshall.morgan@ml.com

1991: Patrick Foran and his wife, Kim, are proud to announce 
the birth of their second grandson, Noah Patrick Jackson. Born on 
June 20th, he was 4lbs. 9 oz. Noah is the first child for Kaitlyn and 
Ginny Jackson. This is their 5th grandchild including Brooklyne 
Louderback (13), Braelyne Huffman (8), Haven Dixon (17), and 
Brogan Dixon (16) 
	 Email Address: diamonddawgs90@comcast.net

1983: Brad Ansley and his wife, Beth, are delighted to announce 
the marriage of their son, Benjamin Ansley, to Kylie Fultineer on 
September 27, 2025, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Surrounded by 
family and friends, Ben and Kylie celebrated a beautiful weekend 
filled with love and laughter. They currently live in Pittsburgh, PA, 
while Kylie finishes her residency and Ben continues his career 
with Highmark.
	 Email Address: bradansleysr@gmail.com

1983: Jody Tanner and his wife, Debbie, are excited to announce 
that they have another grandson! Miles Tanner Grandstaff 
was born to their daughter Tori and her husband Matt in late 
September. Miles, mom and dad are all doing well!
	 Email Address: jodytanner5@yahoo.com

1982: Tommy Spangler is still coaching. This is year 42- 40 years 
in college & 2 years in high school. He is currently at Furman 
University. He has been doing it so long, that he is coaching his 
DB Coach Bill Lewis’s grandson, Billy. He is their starting Strong 
Safety and having a great year. Also, he and his wife, Kim, are 1st 
time grandparents. Thomas was born in January. 
	 Email Address: tommyspangler17@gmail.com

1981: Lindsay Scott and Ronda Scott (UGA Pharmacy ‘88 and 
‘89) proudly announce their daughter - Caitlyn Scott (UGA BSEd 
Sports Mgmt ‘21) - as a newly Georgia-licensed attorney and 
federal judicial law clerk in New Orleans.

Email Address: runlindsayrun24@hotmail.com

1978: Mack Guest and his wife, Camilla, are pleased to announce 
the birth of their granddaughter, Mackenzie Ann Bushatz, who 
was born on August 29, 2025 weighing 6 lbs 4.5 oz. Proud parents 
are Laura and Austin Bushatz and big brother, Hudson.
                Email Address: mguest@ladtrucklines.com

1976: Matt Robinson is retired in Montana but has started a 
company called Players Choice Outdoors, which is connected to 
his Players Choice CBD company. It’s a new outdoor adventure 
series primarily focused on the state of Montana and all it 
has to offer as far as outdoor activities. For more information 
visit: playerschoicecbd.com, Playerschoiceoutdoors.com, 
@ playerschoiceoutdoors (YouTube)
	 Email Address: matthte@gmail.com

1977: Jeff Lewis has returned to his career in show business and 
does a monthly music show at The Old Vinings Inn in Atlanta. 
With keyboard accompanist Misha Stefanuk, Jeff does a two-hour 
performance, singing Broadway show tunes, the Great American 
songbook, and mellow rock songs from the 50’s-70’s (including 
“Bad, Bad Leroy Brown”).

The full dinner and drinks menu is served (he recommends the 
shrimp and grits and the old fashioned), and reservations are 
available online at oldviningsinn.net under “Live Entertainment” 
and “Reservations”.
	 Email Address: jeffrey.lewis@agg.com

1972: Lynn Hunnicutt is proud to announce that his son, Jeff 
Hunnicutt, will be inducted into the Rome/Floyd County Athletic 
Hall of Fame in February 2026 in Rome, Georgia.
	 Email Address: lynnhfbc@gmail.com

1970: Jim Massey says that travel is his passion these past few 
years. After cruises through  the Panama Canal, Alaska, and on 
Norwegian’s newest ship through the Caribbean, he then enjoyed 
a trip to London where he saw seven musicals and three plays. 
He especially enjoyed Buckingham Palace  where he got to go 
through the 1881 Room where the king holds meetings standing 
up with officials. He took the Chunnel train to Paris where he did 
the usual sites (While waiting to see the lights come on the Eiffel 
Tower up the Siene River, he sat down beside a lady and her 
family. She was a past UGA swimmer.) He and his son, Brian, 
enjoyed Paris and Disney. The gardens at the Palace of Versailles 
were spectacular.

He said that it was great seeing so many people at the Lettermen 
Barbecue. The pavilion that was put in made the meal even more 
enjoyable. He will return to travel over Veteran’s week going 
to B&Bs in Appomattox, Charlottesville, and Chincoteague, 
Virginia.

Email Address: jmassey22@verizon.net

1970: Curtis McGill is proud to announce his son Curt McGill, 
Jr. Class of 1997-2001 has been inducted into the Inaugural Class 
Brookwood Football Hall of Fame. Curt was Captain of the 2001 
Team under Coach Mark Richt and All-SEC. Also, Curt was 
inducted into the Georgia Football High School Hall of Fame in 
late October.

Curtis McGill’s grandson, Mason McGill, son of former 
Georgia football player, Max McGill, has been offered a football 
scholarship to the University of North Carolina, Charlotte.  Mason 
is an offensive tackle on the undefeated North Hall Trojans and 
has given a verbal commitment to Charlotte.
	 Email Address: aslgainesville@gmail.com

1962: Paul Holmes wanted to share that his wife of 63 years 
died on April 30, 2025. He and Susan met and married when 
they were both students at UGA. Susan had a successful career 
in public service, serving 12 years as Monticello’s first female 
mayor, two years heading a federal agency, and 12 years as a State 
Representative 
	 Email Address: jpholmes692@bellsouth.net
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Gary Adams
Chukwuma Amaechi
Frederick Amtower
Kendall Baker
Collin Barber
Herman Bell
Terreal Michael Bierria
Austin Blaske
Gregory Blue
Larry Bowie
Devin Bowman
Latavious Brini
Douglas Burnett
Robert Burns
Brandon Carley
Tyler Catalina
Sevaughn Clark
Brian Cleveland
Anthony W. Clincy
Antonio Cochran
James B. Collins
Brandon Coutu
Ahkil Crumpton
Vance Ervin Cuff
Joseph Daniels
JT Daniels
Brent Davis
Reginald Davis
West Davis
Akeem Dent
Jamon Dumas-Johnson
Reuben Faloughi
Glenn Fox

Lamont Gaillard
Steven Donald Gates
Carl George
Walter Grant
A.J. Green
Todd Gurley
Michael Hagerty
Michael Hall
David Hargett
D’Marcus Hayes
Terry Henderson
Albert H. Hollis
Mark Howard Holmes
Robert Allen Hope
Bertrand Jackson
Darius Jackson
Willie K. Jackson
David Jenkins
Jermaine Johnson
Kennar Johnson
Wayne Johnson
Jake Jones
Marvin Jones
Preston Jones
Clarence Kay
Torin Kirtsey
Greyson Lambert
Matt Landers
Ben Lane
Richard Lecounte
Adam Lewis
Josh Paul Lowell
CJ Madden

Clete Marshall
Trezmen Marshall
Quincy Mauger
Tyrique McGhee
Thomas McKinnon
Jackson Meeks
Prince Miller
Emmett Mitchell
Tymon Mitchell
Jesse Murray
Steve Neuhaus
Jonathan Owens
Andrew Owensby
Patrick Pass
Lesley Pickett
Suquorey Pitts
James Ray
Ben Reynolds
Keyon Richardson
Riley Ridley
Michael Robinson
Dominick Sanders
Justin Shaffer
MJ Sherman
Robert Singleton
Benjamin Smith
CJ Smith
Darris Smith
Jonathan Smith
Matt Smith
Michael Smith
Reggie Stargill
Michael James Steele

Kirby Stewart
Ricky Styles
Tyler Sullivan
Jes Sutherland
Damion Swann
Richard Tardits
Juwan Taylor
Michael Taylor
Nathaniel Taylor
Lemonte Donzell Tellis
Walter Tereshinski
Trenton Thompson
Jimmy Vickers
Michael A. Wallace
Damon Ward
James Edward Warner
David West
Evan J. Wells
Gregory Steven Williams
Henry Williams
Charles Willis
Michael W. Willis
Rantavious Wooten
Timothy Worley 
Billy Worrell
Kolby Wyatt
George Wynn

Lost Lettermen!  The following lettermen do not have a current address with us.  If you have any information 
of their whereabouts, please contact Sally at sallyhaugabook@ugalettermensclub.com or mail information to 
1070 Lake Wellbrook Drive, Athens, GA 30606.  Thanks for your help!

19

DO WE HAVE YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESS?



First Name:

Middle Name:

Last Name:

Physical Address:

City:                              State:          Zip:

Home phone:

Mobile phone:

E-mail:

Preferred Method of Contact (please choose one)

q Mail        q Phone        q E-mail

Year(s) Lettered at UGA:

Total Number of Plots Requested:

Plot Numbers:
(listed on landscape plan at www.bulldoghaven.org)

Number of Plots Requested:

                        x $6,000* =                        (total)

Mail Checks and Correspondence to:
Bulldog Haven

c/o Mack H. Guest, III
1070 Lake Wellbrook Drive, Athens, GA 30606

info@bulldoghaven.org

Letterman Information

	 As UGA football lettermen, we take immense 
pride in the University of Georgia and its traditions.  To 
continue the University’s exceptional heritage, the UGA 
Football Lettermen’s Club has started a new tradition 

among those for who UGA 
has been more than an alma 
mater, but a way of life.
	 Bulldog Haven is a 
designated section of 
the historic Oconee Hill 
Cemetery that is open 
exclusively to UGA 
football lettermen, their 
spouses and families.  
Located adjacent to 
Sanford Stadium, 
Bulldog Haven offers 
a unique resting place 
in the heart of the 
University of Georgia 
campus.  This is 
Athens’ only cemetery 
designated to honor 
and celebrate the 
lives of UGA football 
lettermen.  We invite 
you to consider 

supporting Bulldog Haven by deciding now to invest in a 
plot for yourself and your loved ones.
	 Bulldog Haven is a non-profit venture that will 
support the maintenance and restoration of historic 
Oconee Hill Cemetery.  In addition to the noteworthy 
University of Georgia personalities interred there, Oconee 
Hill Cemetery is also the resting place of many important 
figures in Georgia’s history.
	 Private tours of Bulldog Haven are available 
by calling General Manager Doc Eldridge at (706) 
543-6262 or (706) 714-9172 or by email - doc.eldridge@
gmail.com.

www.bulldoghaven.org
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Loran Smith: Remembering the Life and Legacy of 
Georgia Football’s ‘The General’

Special to the Athens Banner-Herald

On a muggy night (Sept. 19, 1964) in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, Joe Namath, in the first series, lined up 
under center, called for the snap and dropped back 
to throw. As soon as he set up in the pocket, George 
Patton was in his face and threw the heralded Tide 
All-American for a nine-yard loss.

Sitting in the press box beside the irrepressible 
Dan Magill, I had trouble restraining myself in 
that no-cheering environment.  Patton, who was 
the cornerstone of the Vince Dooley era, returned 
to his home state (he grew up in Tuscumbia, 119 
miles north of the Alabama campus) confident that the 
Bulldogs would win the game.

Unfortunately, Patton’s sack of Namath was the highlight of the 
evening for UGA partisans as the home team won 31-3 and went 
on to win the national championship.

The fact that Patton believed the Bulldogs could win the game 
was a reflection of his competitive confidence. He never failed 
to believe his team could win. He never embraced or accepted 
losing. More often than not, he was right and when big things 
happened on the field during his era, he either made it happen or 
was the catalyst that brought it about.

Patton came to Athens as the third brother in his family to play 
Southeastern Conference football—Houston had played for 
Ole Miss and James played at Alabama. The youngest Patton 
was a strong-armed quarterback, but otherwise, had little 
distinction. George, however, was quick and agile which would 
prove to be his ticket to starting status and becoming a two time 
All-American.

George arrived in Athens in 1963 when Johnny Griffith was in his 
last year as the Bulldogs’ coach, and No. 76 was ineligible to play 
as a freshman. When the Dooley staff came to town, some of the 
seasoned players were capable and competent. They appreciated 
the core fundamentals of the game—they were adept at blocking 
and tackling.

The new staff had something to work with.

Dooley’s youthful brain trust placed a premium on finding players 
who had the consummate desire and passion to play. Initially, they 
did not know where to put the sanguine Alabamian. Fortuitously, 
by that time, he had caught the eye of the canny defensive 
coordinator Erskine Russell who coveted George’s speed and 
quickness—and on the field smarts, a perceptive competitor who 
often knew what the opposing quarterback was thinking.

When the head coach reviewed the defensive tackle idea with 
Patton, he grinned and said, “Coach I don’t care where I line up, 
I just want to play.”

That was the essence of George Patton, nicknamed “The 
General,” for old “Blood and Guts” of World War II 

fame. UGA’s Patton loved the game of football and 
never played a down in which he did not give his 
best, becoming the master of “big plays” for his 
entire career, none more impactful than against 
Alabama in 1965 between the hedges.

In the second quarter, the opposite tackle, Jiggy 
Smaha, crashed into Bama quarterback Steve Sloan, 

which brought about a fluttering pass, which Patton 
picked off, and raced 55 yards for a touchdown that 

gave Georgia a 10-0 lead. Alabama would rally and gain 
the lead, which led to the famous flea-flicker touchdown, 

which was followed by a two-point conversion, giving the 
Bulldogs one of the most memorable victories in school history.

What set Patton apart, however, was his remarkable leadership. 
He always underscored team first principles. He might arrange a 
beer celebration for his teammates after a big victory, but he would 
never let the party get out of hand. He would never let a teammate 
drink and drive. He deflected praise and preached “team” mantras 
throughout his career.  “George was always lining us up in the 
right position,” said Bill Stanfill, the great All-American and later 
Super Bowl star with the Miami Dolphins. “He was our coach on 
the field.”

There has never been a coach-player mutual admiration society 
like George and his mentor, Erk Russell.  They were perfect for 
each other. Erk the ultimate proponent of where there is a will, 
there is a way and George the driven and eager performer whose 
lion heart led him and his team to greatness.

That relentless heart finally stopped last week, when he died of 
throat cancer as he was trying to summon the strength to follow 
his beloved team through another season. 

The Georgia chapter of the National Football Foundation and the 
Athletic Association have nominated George for induction into 
the College Football Hall of Fame. As a two time All-American, 
who moved from quarterback to tackle, along with being an 
accomplished student in the classroom is evidence that he should 
receive this high honor. “All I want is to be nominated,” George 
said—forever the modest proponent.

This parting shot. 

Football players come and go. Some return to campus as doting 
alumni. Not all, but some.     Unfortunately, that percentage is 
dwindling.  George Patton is one who loved his alma mater as 
much as he did the game at which he excelled. He was the ultimate 
“Damn Good Dawg.”
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Tommy Lawhorne
By: Loran Smith

SEA ISLAND – Life has thrown 
Tommy Lawhorne, the A+ 
linebacker, a curve ball, but the 
valedictorian of his class, Academic 
all-America surgeon, and goodwill 
ambassador extraordinaire has 
taken a stiff–upper-lip approach to 
managing his illness—just as his 
friends would have predicted for the 
handsome native of Sylvester.

Those who become informed about his circumstance first need 
to understand that it is not football related.  He does not have 
Alzheimer’s, and he can lead a productive and fulfilling life 
following the dictates of an inquiring mind.

He has been diagnosed with cognitive impairment and is 
focusing on a healthy diet, engaging in daily exercise, and 
playing brain games on the computer.  He appreciates the 
importance of staying socially active, which is not a challenge 
in that he has friends across the state. “I sleep well, and although 
I am not as quick mentally as I used to be, I am confident I will 
be okay,” he said recently, following lunch with friends.

“Many of us have what Tommy has,” says his friend and fellow 
physician Mixon Robinson, longtime UGA team orthopedist.  
“It just varies with the individual.”  

Lawhorne’s charming wife, Susan, who has always been his 
confidante and devoted companion, is the ultimate familial 
caregiver and continues to be his intellectual partner as 
well as dietitian and driver.  They continue to travel and 
seek an inquisitive and probing lifestyle, which has always 
characterized their abundant lives.

How they met and became a lifelong couple is an interesting 
story.  When UGA teammate Mark Holmes told his girlfriend 
that he had a friend who went to the library every night without 
fail, she smiled and said, “I have a friend who does that, too.”  
That turned out to be Susan. “We should get them introduced,” 
Mark said.  They did. You know the rest of the story.

Studying together made them want to spend their lives together. 
It has been a staple of their marriage that they are constantly 
reading magazines and books.

Following retirement from his medical practice, the Lawhornes 
moved to Sea Island, which connected them geographically 
with their son, Tom III, also a doctor, and his family, who 
live a few streets away.  Their daughter, Gervaise Gerstner, a 
highly regarded dermatologist in Manhattan, visits as often as 
possible.  The Lawhornes, like most their age, are preoccupied 
with the activities of grandchildren.

Tommy gets the ultimate praise from the football players of 
his time, all who give him the highest compliment as being 
a good teammate. He always had a bent for humor, keen on 
wisecracking with them and springing practical jokes on them.  

His roommate was Ronnie Jenkins, “Wild Bull of the Flatlands.”  
They were the odd couple—Tommy the engaging intellectual 
and Ronnie the aw-shucks country boy who entertained people 
with his toothless grin and downhome vernacular.

When the Athens Touchdown Club honored Jenkins last fall 
with one of its flashback tributes, Tommy made the trip to 
Athens to join in the celebration of Ronnie’s great game against 
Florida in 1966, the game which prevented Steve Spurrier from 
winning the SEC championship as a player.

Over the years when a fellow player was suffering, Tommy 
reached out to teammates to them know their friend was in 
distress.  He counseled with family and friends.  He attended 
funerals and wakes.  

His friendship with Paul Handmacher was one of great 
poignancy.  A South Georgia Southern Baptist and a Northside 
Atlanta Jewish kid were brought together by playing college 
football.

At the height of their professional years, Handmacher was 
given to calling his former teammate and driving 81 miles 
from Montgomery, Ala., to Columbus for lunch.  Those were 
warm and emotionally fulfilling sessions when they recalled 
the high times of a successful college football program—and 
the gratifying benefits of a warm and enduring friendship.  	

They didn’t discuss religion, politics, the environment, the 
Middle East, or the national debt. They expressed their 
appreciation for having won an SEC championship in 1966, 
reminiscing about the plays and circumstances that brought 
the title about.  There was talk about family and teammates, 
their love for alma mater and their pride in the University 
of Georgia’s growing reputation as an institution of higher 
learning.

When Tommy and Susan settled in at the Georgia coast, he 
discovered that state residents could enroll in classes at state 
supported institutions and audit courses.  That was like Br’er 
Rabbit being thrown into the briar patch.

He continues that routine with the greatest of personal 
appreciation.  Like a chocolate sundae with a cherry on top, 
growing up in Sylvester in the fifties—he just can’t get enough.

Proud of his small-town raising, he has often harked back to 
those days of his youth—he read constantly and did the things 
many Worth County boys did growing up.  He went to Boy 
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Scout camps, he hunted quail, he had a paper route. He played 
the piano. He even picked cotton. The first major book he read 
was the Bible.  

When he was selected as a delegate to Boys Nation in 1963, 
he met President John Fitzgerald Kennedy in Washington.  He 
wrote the President a letter.  Kenndy wrote him back.

My guess is that none of his classmates at Johns Hopkins had 
those experiences and, in all probability, never even read about 
such.  This well roundedness has been an ally throughout his 
life—he has an undying love for his state and his alma mater.

He speaks endearingly of the teachers along the way, including 
his chemistry teacher in Sylvester.  “He was so good,” Tommy 
says. “He made chemistry a breeze in Athens.”  He had the 
same regard for his UGA professors when he got to Johns 
Hopkins.  “I was well prepared,” he says.

Tommy Lawhorne is an intellectual who has always had the 
common touch.  He has never had an issue or a challenge he 
could not manage, which should bode well for him with his 
latest challenge.  History is on his side.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam
Let us not forget the recent deaths

of our lettermen.
These men loved the game of football

and all that it had to offer.

Clyde Childers
David Christianson

Glenn Davis
Jimmy Denney
George Kesler

Curt Mull
Joe O’Keefe

George Patton
Patsy Rocco

Georgia High School 
Football Hall of Fame

Congratulations to ten UGA football lettermen who 
were inducted into the 2025 Georgia High School 
Football Hall of Fame class that took place on 
October 25, 2025 at the College Football Hall of 
Fame in Atlanta, GA. They are: Isaiah Crowell, 
Knox Culpepper, Robert Edwards, Freddie 
Gilbert, Paul Gilbert, Curt McGill, Tom Nash, 
Jack Roberts, Lindsay Scott, and Kirby Smart. 

Congratulations on this special honor!
2026 Georgia Football

Lettermen’s Club
Directory

Packages:
$500 – Full Page
$250 – Half Page
$125 – Quarter Page
$75 – Business Card

Advertising Packages will be available for the 2026 
Georgia Football Lettermen’s Club Directory. This 
will be a great opportunity to support our club as well 
as promote your company among our lettermen.

Please contact Skip James at barneyjames92@yahoo.
com or call (706) 988-3161 for questions.

Send us your ad and make checks payable to the 
Georgia Football Lettermen's Club 1070 Lake 
Wellbrook Drive Athens, GA 30606. 

2015
Georgia Football

Lettermen’s Club

Directory

2026       
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FEATURED LETTERMAN

PAUL SNELLINGSPAUL SNELLINGS
1995-96-97-98

Tell us about your background- where 
you grew up, went to high school. 
What brought you to the University 
of Georgia? I was raised in LaGrange, 
GA and graduated from Troup County 
High School, home of the Tigers! I was 
recruited to play defensive line at UGA by 
Coach Mac McWhorter and after a couple 
of gameday visits and an official visit I 
decided Athens was the place for me. 

Family Information- Please share a little 
bit of information about your family 
and be sure to brag on them.  I have been 
married to my beautiful wife, Amy, for 25 
years and we have 2 kids. Amy is a very 
accomplished businesswoman at Chick-fil-A corporate and 
the best wife and mother that any of us could hope for. She 
has put up with a lot of nonsense from myself and our kids 
over the years so we will also add extremely patient to her list 
of accolades! Our oldest is Will who is 21 and attends UGA. 
Our daughter Lauren is 19 and currently attends GA College in 
Milledgeville but was just accepted to transfer to UGA so she 
will begin classes at UGA next Semester (Spring 25’). 

Your son, Will, is a redshirt sophomore, long snapper for 
Georgia. Can you share how you felt when you found out 
he was going to be a Bulldog like you? How is it being a 
Bulldog dad? Any shared experiences as players? Major 
differences? Goals for him?
Will has a great story. He was a talented athlete at Whitewater 
HS in Fayetteville, GA and was being recruited as a LB at the 
FCS level. He learned to long snap during the winter between 

his Junior and Senior seasons and got pretty 
good at it quickly. A kicker at the gym he 
worked out and sent some videos of him 
snapping at the gym to a coach named 
Adam Tanalski who is sort of a kicking 
guru. Will went to one of Adam’s camps 
that spring and messed around and won the 
snapping competition. From there his long 
snapping recruitment far surpassed his LB 
recruitment so then he was visiting Power 
4 schools as a long snapper. When UGA 
offered him a spot later that summer he had 
only been snapping for about 8 months. I 
was obviously excited for him as he had 
grown up being a Bulldawg and now 
would get to wear the silver britches. I was 

also excited for myself because I wouldn’t have to miss UGA 
games for the next 5 years to go watch him play somewhere 
else, ha. It has been a lot of fun for our whole family and since 
I played with several of the coaches that now coach him at 
UGA that kind of brings it all full circle. They have also made 
sure to catch Will up on some of the dumb things his Dad did 
while we were all in college so there are a few drawbacks, ha. 

How did your playing days at UGA influence you in your 
life after football? In your job? What were some of the 
biggest lessons your learned? It sounds like “coach talk” and 
I guess it is but football really is the ultimate team sport. The 
work required to be good at it, the good days and bad days and 
how you handle them, the wins, the losses, and everything in 
between helped me to grow up as a man. It also taught me the 
lessons of teamwork, pursuit of goals, hard work, and mental 
and physical toughness I apply to every aspect of my life today. 
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Hobbies, organizations, community involvement, etc. I was 
a volunteer coach from Will’s Pee Wee days all the way up 
through coaching the D-Line at his HS while he was there. 
I have stepped back from that while he is at UGA so we can 
attend his games and travel to the away games etc. That has 
left a big hole in my free time that I am now slowly filling 
with other interests. I enjoy the outdoors (hunting/ fishing/ 
even yardwork) and now find myself cooking more for some 
reason. I love the smoker and make a pretty a mean breakfast 
when needed! 

What are some of your fondest memories or special 
moments from your days at UGA? Well, meeting my future 
wife at UGA has to top that list for sure. I met Amy through 
one of my teammates and knew instantly that I wanted to date 
her, but she was on the fence about an ole country kid from 
LaGrange. So, from there I basically convinced about half 
football team to help me recruit her and also made sure she 
was my GA Girl Hostess whenever they asked me to host a 
recruit. She finally gave into the pressure and let me take her to 
Applebee’s for dinner. The rest as they say is history. 

I am also grateful for all the relationships that were born during 
my time at UGA and the lifelong friends that I still share life 
with today. 

From a football standpoint we had a pretty good year in 1997. 
Beating up on the Gators (finally) was a lot of fun and we had 
a pretty darn good time at the Outback bowl that year! Lot’s of 
good stories came out of that trip! 

You have been a parking pass holder in Oconee Hill 
Cemetery for many years. What is that experience like 
on gamedays? How has it brought you closer to other 
lettermen and their families? I really can’t say enough nice 
things about the Lettermen’s gameday lot. There is so much 
behind the scenes work that goes into making that lot possible 
and I couldn’t be more grateful to all the people that put the 
effort in so that we have a top notch gameday experience each 
and every home game. From Mack, Sally, and our Board to the 
best security team on campus, it really is awesome. Getting 
to stand around the grill or have a beer with some of the men 
that played here before me is really cool. They all have great 
stories and they enjoy mine sometimes as well. Lettermen have 
a unique unspoken bond that is truly special. Showing up for 
the first home game every year and just picking up where we 
left off last year is a lot of fun. Most of us have been hit in the 
head a lot so we might hear the same story a couple times over 
the course of a season but we all enjoy it again just the same! 
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Huddle Sponsor / 
Advertising Packages

Advertising packages are available for the Lettermen Huddle 
Magazine. This is a great opportunity to promote your company to 
all of your fellow lettermen. Listed below are the packages that are 
available. Please contact Sally at sallyhaugabook@ugalettermensclub.
com for questions. Send us your ad and make your check payable to the 
Georgia Football Lettermen’s Club and mail to 1070 Lake Wellbrook 
Drive Athens, GA 30606 or pay via Venmo-@UGA-FbLettermen.

Top Dawg: $500
Full page ad in the Huddle newsletter

Between the Hedges: $250
1/2 page ad in the Huddle newsletter

Silver Britches: $125
1/4 page ad in the Huddle newsletter

Dawg Pound: $35
Business Card in the Dawg Pound

•	 The Dawg Pound is a special section of the Huddle solely devoted 
to business cards. Everyone needs to take advantage of this. 

•	 Discounts will be given on multiple Huddle editions for full,  
½ and ¼ page.  No discounts on the Dawg Pound.

•	 You are responsible for designing your own ad.
•	 You don’t have to be a letterman to advertise.

LETTERMEN CONTACT 
INFORMATION

MOVING? CHANGE IN JOBS?? NEW 
EMAIL ADDRESS??? Please be sure to 
contact Sally Haugabook at sallyhaugabook@
ugalettermensclub.com with any change in your 
contact information.  It is important for us to have 
the current mailing address for you.  Also, if Sally 
does not have your email address, please send it to 
her.  She periodically sends out emails concerning 
lettermen, tailgating, golf tournaments, and shirt 
sales.  Thanks for your help!   



DO WE HAVE YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESS?

27

The Dawg Pound

Classic
Diamonds

Select from our natural and lab grown diamonds
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Making Moments Special Since 1944

Get Your Custom Lettermen Gear

Visit: https://themascotshop.jostens.com/2715032

Dick Conn- 864-542-5058 – dickconn22@gmail.com
Promotions22/Dick Conn

144 Sugarmill Lane
Moore, SC 29369

 

 

Get Your Custom Lettermen Gear 
Visit: https://themascotshop.jostens.com/2715032 

Dick Conn- 864-542-5058 – dickconn22@gmail.com 
Promotions22/Dick Conn 

144 Sugarmill Lane 
Moore, SC 29369 

 

 
 
 

 

 

REMINDER 
Georgia Football Lettermen’s Club logo is for approved Georgia Football 

Lettermen’s Club events only. Thanks for your cooperation!

JIMMY PAYNE
HARDSHIP FUND

The Jimmy Payne Football Lettermen’s Hardship 
Fund has been established by the Georgia Football 
Lettermen’s Club for the purpose of providing 
financial assistance to needy football lettermen who 
find themselves under hardship conditions. The 
Jimmy Payne Hardship Fund recently provided 
assistance to DeAngelo Tyson. 

For an application, please visit our website- 
www.ugalettermensclub.com.  

BERKADIA.COM

INVESTMENT SALES
MORTGAGE BANKING
SERVICING

404.654.2596

706.254.9757

adam.erickson@berkadia.com

4201 Congress Street
Suite 200 | Charlotte, NC 28209

Berkadia Commercial Mortgage LLC
ADAM ERICKSON

Director



Lettermen, What’s Your News?
Change in address?  Promotion?  Transfer?  Family News?  We want to publish your news in THE HUDDLE.  Just fill 
out the following form and submit to Sally Haugabook, 1070 Lake Wellbrook Drive, Athens, GA 30606 or email her at 
sallyhaugabook@ugalettermensclub.com.  Letters and suggestions for THE HUDDLE are also welcome. CALLING 
ALL LETTERMEN! Send THE HUDDLE your current e-mail address.  You and all of your teammates will be able to keep 
in touch!

Name   								        Degree and Class

Business Title

Business Address

Home Address

Email Address

My news is

THE HUDDLE
THE FOOTBALL LETTERMEN’S CLUB
1070 Lake Wellbrook Drive
Athens, GA 30606

**Return Service Requested**
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